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Keep Australia Beautiful is
launching the Plastic Bag
Reduction Awards program to
identify programs throughout
Australia that are working
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towards reducing plastic bag
consumption.

Over the past decade there have been
several notable attempts, largely driven by
the community, to reduce and even
eliminate the consumption of single-use
plastic bags throughout Australia. These
efforts have been supported by
environmental and community-based
organisations and broadly acknowledged
by industry. The Keep Australia Beautiful
has itself worked in an effective
partnership with Bunnings to introduce a
10 cent Plastic Bag Levy that has resulted
in a 99% reduction in plastic bag usage by
Bunnings' customers.

The Awards are open to all community
groups, schools, business and all levels of
government who have demonstrated a
genuine commitment to address the
issues of the profligate use of plastic bags.
A free education resource, developed by
Keep Australia Beautiful, has also been
produced for schools as part of the
Awards program.

Entry into these awards provides
numerous benefits, not only for the
organisation taking part, but also for others
who can learn from your experiences and
commitment to tackling the issue of plastic
bags.

To enter the Plastic Bag Reduction
Awards, an expression of interest form
must be completed and returned by

1 August 2006 . Completed entry forms
are due by 31 August 2006 .

Education kits and expression of interest
entry forms are available at
<www.kab.org.au> or by contacting the
WA Keep Australia Beautiful office on
(08) 6364 6461.

One of our precious marine animals found
eating a plastic bag.

WASTE WISE
SCHOOLS REVIEW

In 2005 the Waste Management Board
commissioned an independent review
of the WA Waste Wise School's Pro-
gram to be undertaken. Ms Larraine
Larri from Renshaw-Hitchens & Associ-
ates carried out the review and pre-
sented her report to the Board in May of
this year. The report contains a suite of
recommendations. The Board is keen to
receive comments on the report and
recommendations from relevant stake-
holders.

The report can be found at www.
zerowastwa.com.au and comments
should be emailed in an attached Word
document to david.d'arcy-
burke@environment.wa.gov.au by COB
Monday 11 September 2006. The
Board will then take stakeholder com-
ments into consideration in its final deci-
sions on the future direction of the
Waste Wise School's Program.




%

On Sunday 25 June and Sunday 2 July
the Australian Islamic College held their
College open days at their Thornlie and
Kewdale campuses. Prospective stu-
dents and the general community were
invited to come along and celebrate the
achievements of the students, as well as
having a general look around the campus.
The open days were a wonderful cultural
experience exhibiting many different stalls
from around the world.

The Australian Islamic College in Kewdale
is a Waste Wise School and Waste Wise
was invited to attend the open days to
support the College Evergreen Club,
which is run by several year 8 students.
These students give up every second
lunch break to discuss the effects of
waste on the environment, and what they
can do to help. They are currently raising
funds to buy the primary school a worm
farm for their organic waste, and just to
illustrate how creative they can be, they
are even planning an Egyptian cake stall
to boost their worm farm account! They
have presented their environmental views
to the College at the school assemblies

and conducted their own waste audit of
the College to find out how they can
best minimise waste on campus. The
Waste Wise van was staffed by stu-
dents who eagerly presented the Waste
Wise message to their community, us-
ing the interactive displays and materi-
als, including our on board worm farm.
All had lots of fun, and Waste Wise
looks forward to working with this fan-
tastic College in the future!

The Waste Wise teacher, Imtiaz Ismail, with a
group of Waste Wise kids staffing the
Waste Wise van.

Keep Australia Beautiful Week

Monday 28 August -
Sunday 3 September 2006

This year the theme for Keep Australia
Beautiful Week is: Save the World. Start
at Home. As part of this, Keep Australia
Beautiful is encouraging all Australians to
assess how sustainable their household
is, using an Ecological Footprint
Calculator available at <www.kab.org.au>
from 1 August 2006. After answering a
series of short questions about your home
and lifestyle habits, you will then be
advised on how many earths are needed
to sustain your current lifestyle.

During August and September, visitors to
the website will also have the chance to

make a 'Pledge for the Environment' to
help them become more sustainable at
home and have the chance to win one of
the great environmental prizes on offer.
Keep Australia Beautiful Western
Australia will also be promoting a schools
Zero Waste Lunches initiative, a schools
Litter Critter Competition  and will be
encouraging groups to undertake a
Spring Clean Up in their local
neighbourhoods as part of the week. For
those keen to organise a Spring Clean
Up, KAB WA will provide information on
how to set up and run the clean up and
will also provide free gloves and plastic
bags for disposal of litter.
For further information about the KAB
week or the Zero Waste Lunches, Litter
Critter competition and
Spring Clean Up please
contact KAB Western
Australia on (08) 6364
6461 or
<kabc@environment.wa.
gov.au>
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SITA Environmental Solutions has been
assisting schools to introduce and
increase recycling for the past 3 years.
This has assisted many WA schools to
reduce the amount of waste that they
send to landfill.

SITA can also help schools become
more ecologically sustainable through
using compost from its Biowise plant.
Biowise uses organic waste (including
green waste collected from some Waste
Wise schools) and turns it into premium
quality mulch and soil conditioner.

Clean water is one of our most important
natural resources and we can all play a
part in using water wisely. One of the
best and easiest ways to conserve water
is to ensure that our gardens are well
mulched with a good quality mulch
product.

Biowise produces a Quality Assured
product and once laid 100-150mm thick it
will —

- reduce evaporation from the soll

- provide plants with essential nutrients
- keep plants’ root systems cool and
assist growth

- reduce weed growth around plants

- reduce water use

- suppress dust

- improve the look of gardens.

Through its links with the Education
Department, Biowise can supply this
product directly to schools at a
discounted price. To order, contact
Biowise on 9410 0477 or look at
www.biowise.com.au

Permaculture

Permaculture is a method of producing
foodstuff in a closed loop that maintains a
self-sufficient system

Many Waste Wise Schools are using
permaculture in their outside classrooms.
By using the compost, mulch and worm
castings in their vegie gardens, students
combine waste wise activities to achieve
waterwise and permaculture outcomes.

The ethics of Permaculture are:

Care for the earth - includes all living

and non-living things, plants, animals,

land , water and air

Care for people - promotes self

reliance and community

responsibility - access to resources

necessary for existence

Distribute surplus - gives away
surplus—
contribution of
surplus time,
labor, money,
information, and
energy

Reduce

consumption.

These are some of the principles of

Permaculture:
Relative location - every element is
placed in relationship to another so
that they assist each other
Each element performs many
functions
Each important function is supported
by many elements
Emphasis on the use of biological
resources over fossil fuel resources
Energy recycling on site (both fuel
and human energy)
Using natural systems that grow and
develop over time
Polyculture and diversity of species.

How could you apply the principles of
permaculture to your school garden?
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TERM 3 WORKSHOPS || Wrigley partner with the Waste
Wise Schools Program in WA
Full Day Workshop Whilst incorrect gum disposal often does
. Thursday 24 August not feature highly in the consciousness of
We have new office 8:45am—3:00pm the general population, it can sometimes
phone numbers. Gumnuts Community Centre cause an issue for public infrastructure
4 Mudula Way, Koongamia owners and local governments, who wish
Kelsie: 6364 6456 Free plus $200 teacher relief to keep civic areas clean. As a socially
Vanessa: 6364 6467 responsible company with a corporate
Mena: 6364 6462 Half Day Workshops stewardship approach, the Wrigley
Wednesday 9 August & Company takes the issue of incorrect
Department of Tuesday 12 September gum disposal very seriously.
Environment and 1.00pm-3.00pm Working in partnership with key
Conservation reception: | Yenues to be advised. - stakeholders, including environment
Free plus $100 teacher relief ; ’ 9 ; ’
6364 6500 industry and government bodies, The
Wrigley Company is committed to a

REmida Workshops

For more info on these creative reuse
workshops, contact Remida on
<info@remidawa.com> or tel: 9246 0999.

collaborative approach to litter education
that results in appropriate litter behaviour.
Increased awareness of this issue among
potential litterers, and behavioural
change is the only sustainable solution to
this issue. Delivering litter education

UWA COLLEGE programs to schools through programs

like the Waste Wise Schools Program are

BECOMES WASTE WISE key to this strategy. Children have the

potential to be terrible litterers, but once

by Ben Pauley engaged become powerful proponents of
Earlier this semester | visited my brother ~ ‘doing the right thing’ and can use their
Michael over at Curry Hall, one of the (sometimes considerable!) pester power
UWA student residences. | asked him to broaden the reach of messages in
where the recycling bins were to throw programs like this to their families, friends
my empty drink bottle and was dismayed  and peers. Habits and ways of thinking
at his answer — that there were no recy- formed young last a life time, and
cling facilities at Curry Hall!!l This is a programs like this are essential in
residence of 200 students and there is preventing current and future litter
nowhere to recycle so obviously some- problems.

thing had to be done. | thought my best
option was to provide the college with

some economic incentive so | contacted
the recycling companies to find out what written and will be available shortly.
they had to offer. | discovered that if they Those interested in receiving copies

replaced some regular bins with recycling should contact Kelsie on 6364 6456.
bins it could actually save the college

money! | presented this information to the
Principal and while initially hesitant he

An updated fact sheet written for children
to encourage them to correctly dispose of
their litter, including gum litter, is being

eventually saw the logic behind it, and IS YOUR NEWSLETTER
decided to support the idea of recycling. WASTE WISE?

Since then he has given me his word that

two recycling bins will be in use by sec- We are sure you dislike having piles of
ond semester of 2006! | am hoping to paper in your pigeon holes as much as
visit the other residences to convince we dislike sending reams of it out! If
them to do the same! you currently receive this newsletter in

. . . hard copy but have access to email
Ben is a volunteer with the Waste Wise and would rather we sent it

Schools Program and does a wonderful| - gjectronically please let us know by
job in assisting us with community event| sending an email to
Ben'’s passion for environmental issues

inspiring! wastewise@environment.wa.gov.au




