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David Suzuki Visits Perth

David Suzuki is an acclaimed geneticist
and environmentalist, the founder and
chair of the David Suzuki Foundation,
and the author of 42 books. David lives
in Vancouver, British Columbia but has
recently been in Perth speaking on
challenges for the 21st Century and how
to put the world back together again.

David explains that right now we are in a
crisis of perception in that we have a
very fragmented world view. David
spoke of how science and the media
shatters and simplifies the world by
focusing on fragments rather than the
big picture. For example, science may
focus on the genes of an organism but
this will show nothing of how that
organism fits into an ecosystem and of
its importance there. He explains that

generally we have no respect for natures
complexity. We need to recognise this

complexity in order to put the world back
together again and to find our place in it.

David raised the idea that what sets
humans apart from other animals is our
memory and our for foresight. We need
to use our memories of how our societies
used to function before today’s levels of
over consumption and use our foresight
to accept that the way we live today is
extremely unsustainable and to find some
solutions.

To find out about the David Suzuki
Foundation or to take the Nature
Challenge go to

<www.davidsuzuki.org>

ACTION PLAN TO LIFT WA RECYCLING
RATES REVEALED

Environment Minister Mark McGowan has
unveiled an action plan to lift Western
Australia's rate of recycling - currently one
of the lowest in the nation.

Opening the Waste and Recycling Con-
ference in Fremantle on 20 September,
Mr McGowan said Western Australians
generated large amounts of waste in
households, government, business and
industry.

"Each Western Australian generates
about 600kg of municipal waste every
year and about 2.2 tonnes of construction
rubble and other solid waste," he said.

"Currently, nearly 80 per cent of this - a
total of about 3.6 million tonnes across
the State - goes to landfill every year.

"Considering the national average for re-
cycling stands at 46 per cent, WA's rate of
20 per cent is clearly not acceptable.”

"If we are serious about reducing our im-
pact on the environment, then we have to
reduce waste going to landfill and in-
crease rates of recycling.”

"That means the State Government, local
governments and industry must work to-
gether to create new recycling opportuni-
ties for households and businesses."

"Approximately 1.6 million computers are
dumped in landfill each year, leaching
toxic chemicals such as lead, mercury
and cadmium into the environment,” he
said.

"It is important we tackle these priority
wastes in an integrated fashion, which is
why we are inviting producers and con-
sumers of problem products to work with
Government to establish effective recy-
cling programs.”




RECYCLE
or the tree gets it!

Use recycled toilet
paper because........

Everyday, around the
world, about 270,000
trees are effectively
‘flushed down the
toilet’

Use recycled paper
because........

1in 5 of the world’s
trees is used to make
paper

Even though paper
can be recycled and
the amount being
recycled has been
increasing, more than
half of all paper is still

‘thrown away’
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Bridgetown High School launched its
Waste Wise Schools Program in 2005
and have made some inspiring
changes at the school and in the com-
munity since then. With the dedication
and leadership of the environmental
coordinator, Jo Bayne, the students
have lead the school community to a
new way of dealing with waste.

Year 9 students conducted surveys
on litter and recycling at school as
well as home practices of reducing,
reusing and recycling. Based on their
research findings, students designed

A bin designed by year 9 students, separating
waste streams.

One of Bridgetown High'’s thriving worm farms made
from an old fridge.

large recycling bins for the school and
prepared powerpoint presentations to
convey the important messages and
encourage good habits.

Year 8 students used their innovative
science, design and communication
skills to promote their apple crate worm
farms. A fitting solution to a local waste
issue.

The Waste Wise team congratulates
Bridgetown High and supports their
journey toward sustainability!

The Wakakirri National Story Festival is
an annual festival consisting of six
story based arts competitions for
primary and high schools. Students
have the opportunity to tell their story
through dance, song, story boarding,
story telling, film and story writing.

Wakakirri themes focus on respect,
understanding and environmental
sustainability, with schools employing
the 3Rs message (reduce, reuse,
recycle) for props and costumes.
Awards are presented to state winners
for the Most Environmentally Sound
Creation of Sets, Props and Costumes
and Most Creative Reuse of Steel/
Aluminium cans and/or Plastic Bottles.

This year the WA song and dance
grand final was held over two nights on
September 20 and 21 at the Perth
Concert Hall.

The Waste Wise team were thrilled to
be invited to attend the grand final and
the backstage tour. Thirty five WA
schools patrticipated this year, with 14
selected to perform in the grand final.

The Waste Wise team were proud to
see six Waste Wise Schools in the
grand final; Dryandra Primary School,
John Septimus Roe Anglican
Community School, Cloverdale
Primary School, Middle Swan Primary
School, West Leeming Primary School
and Mt Hawthorn Junior Primary
School.

The festival performances will be aired
on Channel 10 on December 9 at
12.00 Midday. For more info on how
to get your school involved in this
excellent festival, check out the
website www.wakakirri.com.




As you may be aware, SITA
Environmental Solutions are the major
sponsor of the Waste Wise Schools
Program.

We would like to take this opportunity to
recognise SITA’s ongoing commitment
to the Waste Wise program and to
reducing waste to landfill from WA
schools, through their recycling
services. With out SITA'’s financial
support, the program could not continue
to function at its current level.

Over 150 WA schools are currently
using SITA’s recycling services in their
efforts to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.

If you are interested in expanding your

school’s recycling program, or would like
to receive some more information about
SITA’s services, please contact their
customer service team on 1313 35.

Looking for another way to be waste
wise at school but short on time and
money? Well buying green is so easy
to do! Buying green means buying
goods that are local, organic, fair
trade, and/or made from recycled
materials.

By purchasing recycled goods you are
helping to ‘close the loop’. Supporting
a market for recycled good is essential
for ensuring that recycling remains
profitable and thus continues into the
future. Some easy ideas include
switching to recycled toilet paper,
office paper or even buying pencils
made from recycled paper!

The expense of organic food may be a
barrier for schools, but why not
consider growing your own? Many
Waste Wise schools have beautiful
permaculture and organic gardens
which are managed by students. This
provides students with valuable life
long skills as well as rewarding them
with delicious and healthy canteen
food.

Wherever possible we recommend
buying locally. When you buy local
you're not only helping keep jobs in
your community but you are also
significantly reducing greenhouse gas
emissions associated with
transporting goods.

Fair trade is a relatively new concept
gaining huge support. Fair trade
goods are those in which the
producers are paid a fair price and
workers are not exploited. Fair trade
goods are also child labour free so
children are free to go to school, play
and have fun!

By setting reasonable prices growers
don’t have to exploit their
environment to make a living. Fair
trade means a fair go for everyone
and doesn’t mean that you have to
pay extra. The small amount more
that producers are paid is absorbed
in the distribution phase.

Contact Waste Wise for free copies of this poster.
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TERM 4 WORKSHOPS

WASTE WISE YOUTH
GRANTS

Full Day Workshop
Wednesday, November 1.
8:45am—3:00pm

Henderson Environment Centre
Groat Street, NORTH BEACH
Free plus $200 teacher relief

Half Day Workshops
Dates to be advised.
Free plus $100 teacher relief

REmida Workshops

Tuesday, 12 September. 5 -7pm
Saturday, 21 October. 3 —5pm
Tuesday, 21 November. 5—7pm

For more info on these creative reuse
workshops, contact REmida on
<info@remidawa.com> or tel: 9246 0999.

NEw WASTE WISE
TEAM MEMBERS

Waste Wise would like to congratulate
the following schools for their successful
Waste Wise Youth Grant applications this
term:

Wilson Primary School — Organic
composting project

Whitegum Valley Primary School -
Closed Loop Garden Project

Australian Islamic College —
Organic Recycling Project

Glen Forrest Primary School -
Organic Recycling Project.

Each of these schools has completed
their Waste Wise school policy and plan
and have conducted and recorded the
results of a whole school waste audit in
order to be eligible to apply for the $500
grant.

If your school has done theses activities
and have sent a teacher to a half day
follow-up workshop, why not apply?
Applications can be found at
<www.wastewise.wa.gov.au/schools/reso
urces.asp>

Mena is leaving Waste Wise for term
4 as she moves over to the Airwatch
program. We welcome our new mo-
bile display coordinator, Daran Swan.
Daran can be contacted on 6467
6462 to arrange waste audits and
presentations.

We also welcome, Georgia Scott,
who will be helping out with our re-
gional schools as well as other pro-
jects 3 days a week. This way we
hope to have more time to provide all
our Waste Wise schools with more
support.

Welcome Georgia and Daran!

WONDER WORM
BOTTLES ON OFFER

IS YOUR NEWSLETTER
WASTE WISE?

If you currently receive this newsletter in
hard copy but have access to email and
would rather we sent it electronically
please let us know by sending an emalil
to

wastewise@dec.wa.gov.au

Is your school producing liquid worm
castings? Would you like some stylish 1
litre bottles to market your product in?

We have approximately 150 of these bot-
tles for our

Waste Wise

Schools.

(pictured

right)

We ask that

anyone plan-

ning on using

these bottles

would make

the most of

this excellent

resource and

encourage

families to reuse them, by sending them
back to the school for discounted refills.

If you would like some of these bottles
sent out to your school, please contact
Kelsie on 6467 5133 or
<kelsie.prabawa@dec.wa.gov.au>




