NEWSLETTER

SAVES TREES

We are pleased to say that this will be
the last printed edition of Waste Wise
Ways. Waste Wise is serious about
helping our environment, so there will
be no more post outs.

If you currently receive the newsletter
by post:

Please email us at
wastewise@dec.wa.gov.au to receive
an online version of the newsletter.

This small change will make a big
difference to our environmental impact.
We will be making an annual saving of 6
reams of paper, 1,500 envelopes,
postage and delivery to over 350
destinations throughout WA, four times a
year. All together this is a significant
amount of paper, water and fossil fuels
saved. Maybe your school could
consider making the changes to reduce
your paper usage too?
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LITTER CRITTER COMPETITION

WA students have taken up the chal-
lenge to design and build their own
litter critter - a creature made from
recyclable household items.

The Litter Critter Competition was run
during Keep Australia Beautiful Week
by KAB WA with the Waste Wise
Schools Program and metropolitan
regional councils.

Students were encouraged to use
items such as soft-drink bottles, milk
cartons, cardboard, newspaper and
cans to build animals, plants or an
imaginary creature.

Community education coordinator
Emma Donnelly said the competition
was well received in its first year with
75 entries being
submitted.

These  entries
came from all
over the State,
from Collie to
Dampier.

"We're really pleased with the colour-
ful and clever designs entered in the
competition,” Emma said.

"The schools were very keen to take
part and have sent in their best en-
tries for the final judging.

"We wanted students to discover how
everyday household items we'd nor-
mally throw in the bin can be re-used
and recycled. It really just takes a lit-
tle bit of imagination and there's cer-
tainly plenty of that in these designs."

Prizes were awarded to the most
creative entries. These were donated
by DEC, Eastern Metropolitan Re-
gional Council, Mindarie Regional
Council, Southern Metropolitan Re-
gional Council, South East Metropoli-
tan Regional Council, Western Metro-
politan Regional Council and the RE-
mida Creative Reuse Centre.

For more information on Keep Austra-
lia Beautiful WA, go to
www.kabc.wa.gov.au

Congratulations to all the Waste Wise
schools that entered.




You can save 1080 kg
of carbon dioxide by
recycling half of the

waste your household

generates each year.

It takes 70% -90% less
energy to make
recycled paper and it
prevents the loss of
forests worldwide,
therefore creating less
greenhouse gases and
preserving the
ecosystems which
absorb carbon dioxide.

Plant a tree for the
paper you use. One
tree will absorb one

tonne of carbon dioxide
over its lifetime.

Taken from
www.climatecrisis.net/
takeaction/whatyoucando
/index3.html

WASTE WISE SCHOOLS PROGRAM IN
2007

2007 is set to be a big year for the
Waste Wise Schools Program. We
recently received permanent funding
from the Waste Management Board
of WA. No doubt this will help us to
further develop the program and
support the excellent work being
carried out by more than 400 Waste
Wise Schools throughout WA.

Waste Wise will also be welcoming
two part-time coordinators whose
main focus will be helping our
regional and remote schools. We
are planning to set up some strong
network clusters and developing
resources specifically for these
schools as well as improve our
website.

Through working with local councils
and district education offices, we
hope to offer more support to our ex-
isting Waste Wise schools in the met-
ropolitan area and to build long last-
ing local networks and clusters.

We will also be designing new excit-
ing, interactive, engaging lessons for
the mobile display visits

We will be focusing on helping all of
our schools to REDUCE in 2007 and
look forward to offering more curricu-
lum support.

Your ideas and feedback are always
welcome. Feel free to contact us at
wastewise @dec.a.gov.au

1. Switch to Green Power.

The best way to cut your greenhouse
pollution is to buy accredited Green
Power from your energy retailer to
ensure renewable energy at home:
Www.greenpower.gov.au

2. Leave the car at home.

Walk, cycle and catch public transport
to reduce your greenhouse pollution

and stay healthy. Take one less 10km
car trip each week and you'll cut your

greenhouse pollution by 600kg a year.

3. Adjust your heater and air-
conditioner thermostat.

A difference of just one degree on the
thermostat of your heater or air
conditioner can reduce your energy

cut your greenhouse pollution.
5. Short efficient showers.

Get a water efficient showerhead and
you'll save up to 1000, 000 litres of
water a year and use less energy for
your money and reduce your
greenhouse pollution. Most new
appliances display a star energy
rating - the more stars, the more
efficient the product:
www.energyrating.gov.au

Taken from Top Tips to Reduce your
Household's Contribution to Climate
Change' flier from the Australian
Conservation Foundation. For more
tips, or to join the Greenhome
Challenge, visit
www.acfonline.au/greenhome

consumption by 10 per cent.

4. If it blinks, switch it off.

10% of Australian household
electricity use goes on standby

power: turn off your appliances at
the wall or switch when not in use and
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Watch out Harry Potter! Baldivis
Primary School has its own witches!

The Waste Wise Witches are upper
primary school students who monitor
the schools recycling system, promote
the three Rs (Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle,) and fly in to school
assemblies on their brooms,
accompanied by their own theme
tune, to present the Golden Broom
Award to the class that has performed

The Waste Wise Witches with their school plaque.

the best in their Waste Wise duties.

Waste Wise teacher Pamela Millar
has been the guiding force behind the
projects, with recent housing
developments adjacent to the school’s

A-class reserve, adding to the
determination of the school and
local community.

Baldivis Primary School has also
had the fortune to be involved in the
City of Rockingham’s Children’s
Forest project. The forest is situated
on the Old Mandurah Road, covers
19.79 hectares of bush, and an
outdoor classroom and composting
toilets have been built there. Tree
planting projects, Nyoongar cultural
experiences and flora and fauna
lessons are all taught at this magical
site where they achieve
‘conservation through education.’

Nyoongar cultural experience class totems

WANTED!
1 million volunteers for Clean Up
Australia Day

Schools Clean Up Day - Friday 2 March 2007

Clean Up Australia invites your school to participate in
Clean Up Australia Day 2007 by registering a Schools’
Clean Up Day site.

The day is a great way to introduce year round
environmental studies to the classroom. To
complement the Clean Up activities we are offering all
participating schools a comprehensive educational
resource—the Kids Clean Up Kit , which assists
teacher with environmental lesson plans.

Any school can organise a clean up
site. It's easy:

Step 1 Identify a space near your school
that needs to be cleaned up. It
can be a local park, bushland or

reserve.

Step 2 Register your site at:
www.cleanup.com.au
call 1800 CUA DAY /1800 282 329
or complete the attached registration
form and mail it or fax it to Emma.

Register before 1 February, 2007 and
go into the draw to win a Kyocera
Digital Camera valued at $500
(conditions apply — for terms and
conditions visit the Clean Up Australia
website)

Step 3 Round up the school community!

For more information contact

Clean Up Australia Day Coordinator -
Emma Donnelly

Direct phone: (08) 6467 5169

Email: emma.donnelly@dec.wa.gov.au
Fax: 6467 5513
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Plastic Bag Awards

The Plastic Bag Reduction Awards run
by Keep Australia Beautiful (KAB) and
sponsored by Collex (Veolia
Environmental Services), were held at
Zamia Café in Kings Park on Friday 3
November. The awards were open to
Australian community groups, schools,
businesses and government agencies
committed to reducing the use of plastic
bags through implementing various
projects.

It is estimated that Australians use
between 4.5 and 6.9 billion plastic bags
every year with about 45 million ending
up as litter.

Dandaragan Primary School won the
WA Schools category with its Think
Smart, Act Smart, Bag Smart project.

Seventy-six students from the school
worked with local media and business,
including the Dandaragan store which
provided them with calico bags. The
students decorated the bags and
promoted them for use instead of plastic
bags.

The students compiled fact sheets for
parents and community members about

the impact of plastic bags and provided
tips for alternatives.

The Dandaragan students recently held a
successful plastic-bag-free day at the
store and plans are under way for more
bag-free days.

The chair of KAB Council WA said it was
encouraging to see students getting
passionate about environmental issues
and understanding the importance of
changing current attitudes and
behaviours.

Dandaragon PS students with Kieran McNamara
Director General of Department of Environment
and Conservation

AUSTRALIAN SUSTAINABLE SCHOOLS
INITIATIVE

The Australian Sustainable Schools
Initiative - WA (AuSSI - WA) is part of the
national Australian Sustainable Schools
Initiative, developed by the Federal
Department of Environment and Heritage
in cooperation with State and Territory
education and environment agencies,
and other key organisations.

AuSSI - WA provides a framework that
supports schools in the development of a
whole-school approach to Education for
Sustainability (EfS).

At the Perth Zoo on 27 October AuSSI
WA held a celebration for the schools
who have been involved in the initiative in
2005 and 2006.

Attendees enjoyed entertainment
provided by the Italian Women's choir
and a morning tea in the picturesque
Japanese garden. With a conscious
move away from awards to a more
inclusive celebration all schools who
attended received a sustainable gift, such
as class excursions, books, gardening

packs and family zoo passes. There was
plenty of networking time to catch up with
new and old friends and demonstrations
to share the work done by the schools
attending.

An activity which required participants to
write an acceptance speech for a
Sustainability Award they win for their
achievements in several years time
brought some entertaining responses as
to how schools will have changed.

Congratulations to all the schools who are
involved in AuSSI WA, keep up the great
work!

For those schools who are interested in
being involved in 2007 you can either
email howard.flinders@det.wa.edu.au or
check out the great website
<www.sustainableschools.wa.edu.au>
The website contains some fantastic case
studies as well as the tools developed by
the pilot schools to support the
involvement of schools in sustainability
programs.




